MEOW CAT RESCUE & ADOPTION

CELEBRATING 26 YEARS OF ReSCUE

AND ONER Q20,000 LNES SANED

Fall 2023

MAUI — HANE MERCY

The Howaian Bklands have
stuggled fo gain confrol of
their pet overpopuldiions. in
shelfers and free moaming.
MECOW has been a fransfer
partner for Maui Humane for
both cats and dogs for many
yvedars, accepling transfers
from fime to fime. We ae
happy o do our small par,
knowing that they are doing
their bast every day fo save lives. In June, during a
challenging kiten season hers, our Shelfer Manager,
Adolfo, promised fo check in lafer in fhe summer 1o ket
our fiends ot Maui Humane know if and when we
might be able to accept a handful of cats to free up
a few cages on the island. On the moming of August
dth, Adolfo amived
pepaed to do  that
check in, to let thern know
we were sl thinking of
fhem but not ready yet.
However, early fthat
maming  the unthinkakble
happened. Maui was on
fire. At fhat moment our message fo Maui Hurmane
changed. "We're here for you."

Residents in and around the lovely, histonc town of
Lahaina, human and animal alike, fled for their ives.
As the days went on, the numbers of missing and
confimed deceosed confinued to nse. In the chaos
and fury of the f#fames, countless pefts had
disappearad. People were franfic o find them or to
know their fafe. Before the fire, in this veny busy season,
Maui Humane and oiher rescue organizations and
independent rescuers were already caring for as many
anirmals as possibke, in shelfers and foster homeas, but
they quickly assembled pop-up emengency shelters to
gather and treat the hundreds of bumed and injured

Leilani

animals amving daily. Here on the
maintand, we stood aof the ready,
watching in hamor and helplessnass.

When a disaster such as this oocurs,
the animals in the shelter prior o the
event are ihosse who must be
fransfemad fo ofher organizations fo
make space for displaced pets who
have a chance of being reunited
with  their families. This massive
coordination effor iakes time. Aboul three weeks affer
the fire, loe on Wednesday August 30th, MEOW
Canine welcomed three Maui pups info Seatffle. And
then, on Friday Septermber 15t, we welcomed a mercy
flight and said hello fo nine swest feline fravelers.

We are thankful to those wiho hove come forward to
offer foster or pemanent homes to tansferaed kitfies
and pups. They have made it possible for us to
continue  fo  intake cois and kiftens from our
independent rescusrs, o accept litters through our
Toms & Moms program, o be availoble for retums as
needed. We are mindful of the fact that ground zero
of the next disaster could be amywhere, and we value
our parmerships and care deeply about the animals
affected. Our hears are heavy but blessed fo have
the oppotunity fo offer mercy and compassion.
“We're here for you.”

Tabby Kitten

"The guality of mercy

Is not sirain’d.

it dr as the

=enfle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath.
It is Twice blest:

It blesseth him that gives
And him that takes.

~Williarm Shakespeane




KITTEN €XPLOSION
PANDEMIC POPULATION PROBLEM

summer is aways the
busiest time for animnal
shelters, and cats are
parficularly  prolific,
some hoving up to
three lifters per yvear
Foster homes  often
welcorme their first lifter
of kitens as early as
Warch and they may
stil be skeep-depived
in October, durng the
third round. Shelfer workers and independent rescuers
are exhausted by Fall, parficularty this year. Wiy?

Sesing Red (Tabbies, that i)

In March of 2020, when the pandemic changed our
Ives, it also affected the lives of animaols across
America.  Veternnarans  were  prohibied  from
performing “eleciive” surgeries such as spays and
neuters, to keep lifesaving medical supplies and
equipment available for human hospitals. Pefs who
werne nevelr infended to reproduce — did Some
multiple fimes. Wiihout optfions, rescuers who would
have been fmapping and alterning feral and
community cafts had fo suspend their work. In the
meantime, cats were having kiftens. Then kitens
having miore kittens. And 50 on, and 50 on.

Bven though the resticlions have been lifted for
amost two vears and spoyneuter  clinics are
performing as many surgefies as possible on a daiby
basis, the impact of the shufdown has resulfed in
shelters evenywhere being full o bursting. Despite the
shesr numiber of requests, compassion fatigue and
someatimnes fesling less than hopeful, we all remain
commitied to soving as many precious lives as

possible.

Kittens come and kiftens grow. The bifth rafe wil
decreass again in fime, but unfil then we'll do what
we can and grest each sweet kKiten face as if wa've
never seen one before. We'll welcome and comifort
the adulf cots who wemre kiftens once, and well
soothe their broken places. We'll confinue fo honor
our promisas to everny one who comes fo us, because
all nine lives are precious.

I
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A NeEW LFe FOR
BOYKO

In Karch 2023, a
feline refugee
came to us from
Lkraine. shelfters
and rescuers there
are canng  for
countless
displaced pets
and animals who
have never known
a home, Wow Paw
Lkraine chose this
young, black, unsocial male because, as they said,
“he will never be adopted in Ukraine™. John, a Kikdard
man retuming from a humane mission, somehow
managed to gel this unlikely toveler fo safety ot
MECW.

Boyko—Handsome & Home

Bovko was thin and fearful, wide-eyed and suspicious
of amyone who approached him. Traumnatized. He
had been evacuared from the strests of Taetsk, in
the Donetsk frontlines. When touched, his body would
stiffen and he pressed himself against the back of his
hidey-box. But soon Boyko could be bribed with reais
In exchangse for the privilege of petiing. Liffle by e,
day by day. ever so slowly, his tense response
softened. He would blink in response fo a familiar
wvoice. He began o stand and approach, and to
push his head into an outstretched hand.

Then somesthing mMmagical happened. kina, who hod
been Bovkos Ukraine-to-Us liaison, infroduced us fo a
Seditie couple who wanied to mest him. When
Knstina and Stanisiay
introduced
themselves in Boyko's
native fongue, it was
Clear thot they would
be his forever family.
This precious boy,
bom  indo war, 05
loved. Boyko will lve
the remaindsr of his
ninz livaes in peace.




TO HONOR & REMEMBER

In honor of Vinny.
Thanks for taking care of him.
Sharon Cox

Thanks for my great Archie.
Love the boy.
Thanks alzo to Kathy Posner
im Kesl

In recognition of Brianna Mark. We
admire, respect and honor your
counfless hours of service, limitless
dedication to the health and welfare
of the cats no matter their age, and
you profound love of these animals.
Your passion runs deep and we
salute you, friend!
Lovingly, your SHW Team

In memory of Madeline
The Ladies of Spy Glass Ridge
Book Club

Im honor of Vinny and to give him
some great food.
Thomas & Lisa Tangen

In memaory of our beloved Raita,
Theo and Bob, and our fiend
Jim Harneit
Karyn & Michae! Anguio

In memory of my cats
YValentimo and Misty
Mark Blitzer

In memory of Dave Linse
He loved his cats.
Carole Linse

Im memory of Thor
Andee & Marc Casftillo

In memory of Sabrina who loved
cats and the literature

In honor of Toshiba, a gorgeous
13-year old rescue from the streets
of Bothell, cheirshed and loved for

many years by Mac and Karen.

Lorien Wendt

which celebrated them. RIP.

Bridget Dacres
In memory of Maddie Goldsmith.

In honor of Vinny, determined to live,
and in thanksgiving
for hiz rescuers

Lisa Gaul
In honor of Ms. Madeline Goldsmith

and her genuine care
for all living things.
The Singletary Family

Joyce Ramee

In loving memory of our sweet Tulip
and her family who predeceased her
- Elvis, Sebastian & Rebecca.
The Memmel Family

In honor of Madeline Goldsmith.

Michelle Heilman

In memory of Manny
Friend of MEOW

In memory of Madeline
Aiden Munson

Thank you for all you do!
Jim Block

In honor and thanks to Andee for

taking such great care of Jack Ryan,
and to the wonderful adopter who
gave a forever home to Vanna,
Dougie, and Jazzy Jeff.
Rebecca McQuads

In honor of Harald Sund's birthday
Mimi & Dick Zorn
In memory of Sadie

Sept 2011 - July 2023
Shelly & Larry Abner

Im memaory of Mina, the best Kitty
ever! She is loved and-missed.

Angela Morgan

With respect and compassion for all animal Ih

MECW promofes lifelong relationships between
people and companicn animals, providing shelter

and care for each pre-

cious life unti adopted Adopfion Open Hours:

info a forever home. Thursdays. Frdays.
Soturdays, & Sundeays,

MECW Cat Rescue 1-5 prmi

10400 ME &8™ 5t., Suite F Closad 1o Publc:
Mondoyz—Wednesdays

Kirkland, Wa 98033
425-822-MECW [6369)

Qg Mo NOEJoYS

infof@mecwoatrescus.org
Mewslefter@meowoaltescus .org

Qw.memcmrescue.org

/

Aliza Khokhlova chose a gift to
MEOW for her birthday

Blessings to you for all you do for
the cats and dogs.
Pafricia Miralda
In honor of Vinny. Many thanks to
the kind gentleman who rescued him
and to MEOW for taking
such great care of him.
Beth Schlansky

In honor of Chrizstopher Noto
Stephen Oglesby

In Memaory of Bonnie Fletcher.
Megan Turmer

DONATE IN HONOR OR MEMORY
Of YOUR SPECIAL SOMEONE

We all find comfort in community, whether that
means honoting a special fliend of ocoasion, o
sharing owr grief by commemoraiing fhe life of a
loved one. At yvour request, MEOW is proud and
humbled to publish fhose fibutes in each newsletier.
For a minimum  donafion of $50,

you may use this @R code or, if you =7 E]
prefer, you may donate by check or - :
credit card,




MEOW HOLIDAY BAZAAR & BAKE SALE
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2ND, 2023

Mark your calendar! Our annual Holiday Boroar and
Bake Sale i a wonderful opportunity fior our talented
MEOW supporters fo craff and bake in support of
MECOW, and an amazing shopping expernence for all
of us looking for gifts for fiends, family and ourseives.
Cur sale will once again be locaed ot 5. Johm's
Episcopal Church af 105 Siofe 5t in Erkland, just
down the road from the shelter. Watch vour emall as
the dae approoches as thers may be an
opporfunity for ealy shopping on Friday evening.
(Shhh!!11) We hope you'll be able to join us to shop
for unique and special ifems and gits while
supporting the cais and dogs of MEOW. If you ae
interested in craffing or baking this year, pleass
confact bazaan@rmeowcaiescue.ofg to discuss.

all wie lives ane preciouse
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MEOWS 2024 CALENDAR
PRE-ORDER YOURS TODAY!

Every vyear we
commemarate
severdal of our rescue
sfofies im ouwr  12-
month calendar. s a
wonderful way o be
. reminded that there
MECH CAT BETCLEE b ADCIETICHN DO are indesd happy
endings. Calendars
make great gifts for cat lovers and those who
recognize the crfical work that MEOW Cat Rescue is
doing eoch and every day of
everny year. The calendars wil
be available soon. You may E'%E
pre-oiderpurchase on our " Y
websife with poyment through
PayPal ($13 with shipping) or at
the shelter [$10 each). MEOW is
open fo the public Thursdoy
through Sunday from 1 pm fo &

Sean and order
yours today
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